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OnUM WORLD Features 
Hane ta be just another 
news agency service, supply- 
ing to newspapers: al over 
the globe articles ranging 
from fashion to politics, com- 
pefently written, profession- 


ally produced and auch” 


pr iced. 


But in reality its main pur. 
pase was different. Forum was 
ui the propaganda ‘husiness. 
Acinternal CLA mento to the 
then Director of Central 
Inteligeues, Richard Helms, 
nated as part of its progress 
report: “In its frst two 
yeurs Farum World’ Features 
mas: provided the US with a 


significant means to counter - 


Communist propaganda and 
has become a respected fea- 
(ures service well on the way 
to a position of prestige In 
the journalism werld.” 


It was tha publication of: 


that memorandum (with its 
hand-wcitten note “run with 
the kuowledge and coopera- 


tien of British Intelligence ”) . 


Which led to the hurried clos- 
cure -of the agency. But the 


publicity at the time concen- © 
news . 


Krated «solely on the 
apency side of Forum-—iand 
its other, long-term operation 
Went unnoticed. 

This second operation was 
to comruisston, pramote and 
wreinise the: publication of 
‘hnoks by¥ authors of whom 
Borum World ° Featurers 


KEE) approved. Because of - 


sha covert nattre of the oper- 
ation, the publishers would 
be completely unaware of the. 
CIA connection. The publi- 
mation went far beyond Bri- 
Eain Editions were printed in 


ide an international 
neiwaork of soft prapazainds. 
‘the owner of FWF in Bri- 
Zain and in the United States 
s Kern House Enterprises, 
which is registered in the US 
state of Delaware, notorious 


“or its easy company rules | 


and already spothigitted ay a 
regutar haven far CIA cover 
rompanies. Qne of ‘Kern 
jouse’s directors, Robert 
Sune Gately, has sinee heen 


essigned fo Bangkok as CIA ~ 


station officer. The aceounts 


Tor FWE in 1972 noted thatié . 


he Kern House subsidy was 
withdrawn “it would serinusly 
lamage our financial _Viabi- 
tty. oe, . 


ish and in Japanese. to 


“The chairman of FWF and 


Director of ,the Institute for 
the Study of. Conflict, which 


acquired the library of FWF,.. 


Crozier, “who 
Robert 
“ Chile's 


wat Mr Brian 
had preeeded _Mro 
Moss, author of ° 


“Marxist Experiment,” ae oat She’ ‘ 


Economist, 


Forum * started its : “ope. 
_rations-in the publishing field 
in the 1960s, through an 
-arrangement with the pub- 


Jishing house of Secker and’ 


Warburg. The arrangement 


- Jasted unttl 1969, when with. , 
published it 


three — books _ 1 
lapsed, mainly because. the 


The authors who 
were to write ~ 
the books were 

carefully. chosen 


erreecerccepannna hel ter a Petpet pine 


books were riot very success- 
ful. One by ‘Sir Robert 


warfare and. counter- 
insurgency expert, who is 
also on the council] of the 
_National Association — for 
Freedom, sold 
- copies and after that 


rikla 


both- 


sides appeared to louse. inter-..-- 


est. 

But in 1971 | Forum, 
through its managing direc- 
tor, Mr Jain. Hamilton, and 
Mr Brian Crozier, who ran 
the. agency on a day-to-day 
basis, reviewed the operation 
in-a big way. Negotiations 

- were started with the publish-. 


‘ing company: of David and — 


Charles, in Newton Abbot, 
Devon, to publish more books 
in the lapsed titte series 
which had been started. with 
Secker and. Warburg -— the 
“World reatities" — series. 
hike the Institute for the 
Study . of - Conflict, 
had grown out of Forum, the 
title sounds authoritative and 
_ dispassionate, 
The authors who were to 
write the hooks were care- 


fully chosen. Many, lke 
Robert Moss, ‘who — was 
contmmissioned. to write the 


bovk on Chile, had already 
got close Jinks with Forum 
either 
DPIGKOMB Gn 


Thompson, the -noted guer- . 


only 1,800 - 


' dled the 


which’ 


nigh corkin 
‘ame a working, a, to ha 


“agency side, or -troitgh con- 


. tributing to. writing in 


- “Conflict Studies, i put out 


by the Institute for the Study 
of Conflict at £3 cach for a 


more inferrned and influen- 
tial audience. 
The “arrangement —-even- 


tually agreed hetween David 
~ and Charles and EWE in Feb- 
ruary, 1972, meant that the 
-publishing company in effect 


acted only as printers and- ; 
distributors. For the pub-- 
lishers the: financial risks 


were minimal, Forum saw to 
the selection of authors, the 


commissioning of the actual. 


books and then sent a synop: 
sis to the publishers. David 


and Charles would then de- 
- cide whether the tithe would 
‘sell or not. If they agreed to 


publish one; Forum then 
handled all the. negotiations 
with -the author and oversaw 


the book right down to. the | 


finished draft. 

In an extraordinary ‘proce- 
dure for the publishing world 
Forum, which was acting as 
literary agent, then hired: its 


own literary agent, David — 
Higham — Associates, — them- 
selves innocent of — the -- 


motives of FWI, to act for it, 


in negotiations with the pub.’ 


Hshers. 

Forum in fact took alk the 
risk, Jb han- 
payments at 
advances to authors and their: 
payment from beginning’ to 
end. For its part it re- 
ceived from the publishers -. 
nothing except the authors’ 


commercial 


. royalties —— the normal 10 per - 


cent on- home sales and 7} 


per cent on overseas sales.. 


When the amount which had 
to he paid to David Higham — 
Associates was. deducted 


‘Forum would then be faced 


with either making some pro- 

fit aut of taking a share of 

the royalties, or alternatively 

conducting the whole exercise 
at a Joss, 


But—as was to happen, unt- 
_ known. to them, on Mr Moss's 


book—there wis occasionally 


© the prospect of making. consi- 


derably more money than 


there would be through the’ 
normal small print, by obtain- . 


ing a large special order from — 


- lan interested party, . 


On a book Forum intended 
to have published on_Taiwan 


mooted 


* subtitled 
> eruifing by baer ts ih Ins 


. (eraa tional.” 


Hieia- Odischi R OOBBRCBS 


_entered into. negotiations 
with the Taiwan: government 
before a synopsis was even 
written. The  arcangenent: 
was that ‘the Gove ge 
because of whet FWF's 

- managing director described 
sas the “objective nature of | 
“the work, would wish to pur 


_chase'a consider. abte quantity, boar 


“The Government decision was . 
. to be based on their approval - 
of the typescript... = 

This kind of ateaneenent:| 
‘was not foreseen “when the | 
Chile book was first commis. 
sioned. The idea of a- book ov+ 1 
27 Chile: was first mogied”’ byt 
“Forum in 1971 at -a.time | 
when the Allende.” govern.’ : 


- ment was in power. It would 


not have been a likely clieut.: 4 

After’ the book “had beens 
it was decided to 
‘change the author. to Robert 


~ ‘Moss. Moss was no stranger 


fo Mr Crozier’s operations,. 


“shaving already contributed to | 


publications put out by the! 

Institute for the Study of j 

«Conflict. As late as. 1974, | 

shortly before Forum's hur i 

ried closure, he was stitt writ 

ing for the news agency side, 

Two arlicles he wrote in that 
year both carried his bytine, 

One, entitled “ Brussets ma 

centre. of subversion” de 

serthed him as “ Brussels 

FWE correspondent.” It was 

“ Widespraxd  re- 

x 

Ht 

i 

{ 


MAY 
ope ation was rev vealed 
in the Church of 
,commtittee hennbcee 


ned, 


The 
agatny naming Moss as 
* Correspondent ” 
exclusive . interview — with. 
Knoch Powell. By 1974 he 
had also written five ISC, 
'“ Conflict Studies,” two on 
Chile, two on Uruguay, and 
one, Co-authored with 
Forum’s managing director. 
ain Hamilton, on Ireland °°’, 

_ Nor was he, by the time of 

: the Allende government's fall 
in September 1973 and the 
eventual: bag Ooo: of his 
HHOrwards, ang ! 


eal: i 
“ FY, wo 
was) ant 


